April 1st, 2012

Hi

In the HK Rugby 7s last weekend, Fiji beat NZ 35-28 in the final to take the cup A very exciting game. This weekend, the next round of the World Sevens is being held in Tokyo.


The CE election also took place last Sunday. However, CY Leung, the candidate that Beijing preferred (having switched from Henry Tang, whom they originally preferred) won comfortably in the first round getting about 690 votes out of the 1200, more than the 601 needed. In the 'popular' public vote for CE, about 240 000 took part (More than the 50 000 the HKU organisers expected). the majority choosing 'none of the above'. I tried many times to get online to vote but never succeeded. 


Monday turned out to be my birthday! Thank you Nadine for your e-card. What about you others??? Don't worry though, it does not upset me at all. The way I remember your birthdays is because at the beginning of the year, when I get a new calendar, I circle the relevant birthday dates; if I did not do that I might forget. 


I am slowly starting to move into the new flat. On Tuesday evening, I moved three trolley loads of books across. I borrowed a P 'n S trolley from the car-park basement of this building for the purpose. In the first move, I had an accident with the trolley. On leaving this building (via the car park), the front wheels of the trolley fell into a small gap between metal drainage grills in the road and tipped over spilling all the books. Fortunately it happened with books and I was able to learn from this and it did not happen later when I moved crockery across. I also spent a few hours cleaning the place. It was not too dirty but now it is really clean. All the floor is covered with marble tiles which makes cleaning quite easy. After 12 yeas of having other people to do the cleaning, I will have to start doings it myself again. 


On Thursday, I spent the whole afternoon at Ikea to look at and then purchase things. Prices are not too bad (many are actually rather low) and what I needed turned out to be cheaper than I had expected. It has to be delivered and assembled but even that is not expensive. The total delivery cost is only HK$200 (~US$25) and assembly (which I am getting them to do) is 10% of the cost of items, and even then not everything is charged for, for example, the sofa, though perhaps sofas come already assembled. This is what I ordered: sofa, bed, mattress (these are expensive), wardrobe, work desk, bookshelves, dining table with 2 chairs, TV stand and a floor lamp (uplight + reading lamp). Total cost including delivery and assembly is about $10 200 (~USD1300). Other things I can use that I have here. I was very impressed with everything about Ikea - staff (most who speak good English), lots of information, the ability to select parts to put together for what you like (e.g. work desk - choice of tops, legs, drawer units which can be assembled with the top instead of two of the legs). Also, they give a 90-day trial period for the mattress and if you don't like it, they will replace it free. I am not sure what they do with the returned - and so used - mattresses. I asked, and they think they are used for display but are not sold again. I guess most people do not actually return mattresses, which is why they can offer this service. All the stuff is to be delivered on April 12th, after the Easter holidays. 


On Friday morning, I went to the dentist to got a temporary plastic crown. The procedure took 1½  hours. This is becoming expensive. I put down a deposit(!) of $1000. The next, and final appointment is in two weeks when the temporary crown is replaced by a permanent porcelain one, which is another $800 or so. 


Yesterday's run OK after a week off exercise. The time was the same as for this route last year at 2 h 34 min. Air pollution was very low (one of the few days each year this occurs!) and I could see as far as China. Occasionally I stopped to take in the view (and adjusted my time accordingly). 


I got mail from the MTR the other day. When Uncle Bruce was here, they sold him an adult Octopus card even though he had asked for an 'elder' card. I only discovered this on the last day of his visit when he showed me while on the way for the heritage trail walk. As the trail begins at the Tin Shui Wai railway station, we called in at the station and spoke to them about it. The mail contains a chit for the extra charge which I can add to my Octopus card. I don't know what, if anything, could be done for a person not living in HK. The chit is only for $40 which seems to be less than what I estimated. 


South of the Philippines, a cruise ship (owned by the same company that owns the Costa Concordia, the ship that capsized off Italy recently) that had left HK, was disabled by an engine room fire. It is now heading for a port in Malaysian Borneo under backup power. 


 In Western Australia, another fatal shark attack has taken place, the fourth in the past seven months! 

That’s about it for now.

Cheers

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

April 3rd, 2011

Hi

Rather late starting this letter. I was doing Internet searches for material for the Singapore books. They are keeping me very busy and there is a lot of pressure. I have already told the publisher that I do not have enough time to complete all the work and that they need to find others to help. 

As I mentioned in last week's letter, NZ won the HK Rugby 7s Cup beating England 29-17 in the final. The same weekend, the Crusaders had a good 44-28 win over the (SA) Sharks at Twickenham in London. They had gone to London hoping that they would get more revenue through a greater attendance. In Nelson, the ground can only hold 10 000 spectators so the income they get is small. They did not get as much in London as they were hoping for due to a lower attendance figure than anticipated. This weekend there is a Rugby 7s tournament in Adelaide. There was supposed to be a Tokyo 7s tournament but it has been cancelled due to the earthquake. 

Yesterday, India beat Sri Lanka to win the Cricket World Cup which was held in Sri Lanka. 

On Thursday, the Star Ferry company ceased operations for their Hung Hom to Central and Wanchai routes. They had been losing money for years and did not want to renew the lease. Neither did anyone else so there are no longer ferries for those routes. The Star Ferry Co still runs the HK to Kowloon route though. 

Concern again – this time by doctors – about mainland mothers coming to HK to give birth and overloading the system. Up to 40 000 mainland mothers annually now give birth in HK, up from just several hundred in 2005. About half of the births in HK are now from mainland mothers despite the very high fees they have to pay, which was introduced the last time this issue arose. Now, a quota system is being considered. 

It is getting near the end of the running season. Warmer now. The run yesterday was not bad and included two new sections. The first was through a forest but without knowing, the new track eventually took me back onto a path I have used many times and I began thinking that some of the things I was seeing were familiar. I ended up a long way from where I thought the new path was going to take me. It is so easy to become disoriented in a forest even when you may be on parts you have been on before. The second new section was onto a (closed) road which I had seen many times from another track but had never taken even though it was only about 100 m away across a gully. When I tried to cross the gully it turned out to be very steep. Fortunately someone (probably China Light & Power Co as it was next to an electricity pylon) had placed a rope down the slope so I was able to use that to descend.  

Heard a news report that about 600 top professional/financial people are seeking to relocate their offices from Japan to HK as a result of the earthquake. I don't know if they are Japanese or Westerners. At the same time the government is making it easier for Japanese people to come and stay here for a while. 

That’s about it for now.

Cheers
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